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21 October 1858

Holland, Michigan

The consistory of the First Reformed Church met again within two days of the previous meeting. Rev. Albertus C.
Van Raalte was again presiding. Article 6 of the 31 August meeting were clarified as to the baptism of infants
when parents were not confessing members. Various problems are dealt with. It was decided to have a family
visitation program pursued immediately and done within a short time. If the pastor was relieved from Wednesday
evening preaching, he would have more time available for calling. "The elders will encourage those who have not
yet contributed to assist with the pastor's salary." The presence of Revs. Giles Vande Wall and John Van Vleck at
consistory meetings was desireable but not required in view of their "multiple responsibilities."
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of die Pillar Christian Reformed Church at die Joint Archives of Holland, vol. II, pp71-72.
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Consistory Meeting of October 21, 1858
Absent: Plugger and Wilterdink.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes were read. Brother Broek is of the opinion that the
expression in Article 6 seems to say that Wilterdink views Broek as one who is unfaithful
or double- minded. Broek believes that Wilterdink perhaps said this more in a question
form rather than a statement.
In connection with Article 6 of the meeting of August 31, page 68, the president
considers it necessary for clarification that our minutes indicate that these
infants are children of baptized members of the church in the Netherlands, although they
have not made profession of faith and become communicant members. This refers to
parents who had been baptized in the church but had not been received by profession.
For the rest, the minutes, with the additional comments, are approved.
ARTICLE 2 — The committee appointed in Article 1 reports that Brother C. Vorst refuses
to pay any damages to Brother Slechter. He is strengthened in his refusal because
Slechter first had asked for $3.00 and now demands $10.00 damages. Keppel and Labots
are once again appointed to attempt to solve the problem, and to persuade Vorst to make
some payment to Slechter. As far as possible, competent individuals should be asked to
assess the damages claimed.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee for Nagelkerk (see Article 3 of the August, 1858 ) reports
that the accusations against Brother Broek have been found to be untrue, and
consequently the matter is settled.
ARTICLE 4 - Brother Broek considers himself to be wronged, because the accusation
was accepted without witnesses. The response of the consistory is that the accusation
was heard and not accepted.
ARTICLE 5 — The deacons asked advice in the case of Widow van der Velden. She,
because of lack of funds, is unable to pay $3.00 per week. After much discussion, and
taking into consideration her sickly condition, it was decided to encourage the
congregation to give more generously and to bring up the matter at the next
congregational meeting.
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ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to more vigorously pursue family visiting and to visit all
the members in a short time. These visits will take place with or without the pastor, who
has declared that he is prepared, if he can be relieved of his Wednesday preaching
assignment, to use those days for family visiting. His multiple responsibilities would
otherwise make it impossible.
The elders will encourage those who have not yet contributed to assist with the pastor's
salary.
ARTICLE 8 — The question was asked whether Rev, van der Wall is to be considered a
member of our consistory, and, therefore, should be seated. The wish was expressed that
his presence, as well as Rev. van Vleck, was desirable, but that both of them are assigned
multiple responsibilities, and their calling does not make them responsible for the local
congregation.
ARTICLE 9 — A discussion took place concerning the necessary improvements in
warming the church building. A collection was approved, because of a fire at PolIcton.
According to the laws of our country, trustees are necessary and this assignment has not
been implemented. Although many matters still remain to be decided, such as K.
Schaddelee, Nagelkerk, Wiersma, a question from Brother Koppel, a report from classis,
etc., it was decided, due to the late hour, to meet on Monday, October 25, at 2 o'clock in
the afternoon.
This meeting was adjourned by an unanimous vote, and was closed with prayer by
Brother Ploeg, at the request of the president.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker
Consistory Meeting of October 25, 1858
Absent: Brothers Ploeg, Keppel, Apeldoorn, and once again(hugger.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes of the previous meeting we read and approved.
ARTICLE 2 - Brother Wilterdink, having been ask d concerning his
absence at the previous meeting, replied that he rd not know that there was a meeting.
ARTICLE 3 — The matter of the warming of/the church was again discussed, and it was
decided to bring about an improvement b obtaining a furnace and doing further
/
carpenter work in the church. The co
ittee appointed consists of Brothers Wakker,
Keppel, and te Roller.
ARTICLE 4 — An extensive disc ssion was held about trustees, highlighting that this law
infringes upon the rights of the/congregation.

